
English 10 SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT  
THE ALCHEMIST CORNELL NOTES: Google Classroom Code qyauogb2  

What Is Active Reading?  
Active reading means fully engaging with a text — thinking, questioning, and taking notes as you 
go. It includes:  
✅Highlighting key points  
✅Summarizing or paraphrasing  
✅Asking questions  
✅Making predictions  
✅Looking up unfamiliar terms  

Active reading improves understanding, memory, critical thinking, and helps you prepare for 
assignments or discussions. It turns you into a participant, not just a passive reader.  

What are Cornell Notes?  
Cornell Notes is a note-taking system designed to help you organize, review, and retain 
information more effectively. Instead of just writing everything down in one long list, the Cornell 
method divides your page into three sections:  

1. Notes Section (right side): This is where you write the main notes from a lecture, reading, 
or video — key points, facts, and important details. Take these, and create the cues or 
questions from them. 

2. Cues or Questions Column (left side): After taking notes, you go back and write key 
words, questions, or prompts here. This helps you test yourself later and makes studying 
active, not passive. In short, create the questions from the answers. 

3. Summary (bottom): At the end, you write a short summary (5 sentences or more) to 
capture the big idea or main takeaway.  

This system works well because it encourages you not just to take notes but to think about them, 
organize them, and review them regularly.  

Assignment Details:  
● Please take your notes in a composition book (any color/brand). Notes must be 

handwritten; typed notes will not be accepted unless individually agreed upon 
with Mr. Ernest.  

● You should take notes while you read in the notes section. After you read, you should 
complete the cues/questions column and the summary. Tip: Draw a line or fold the paper to 
create the columns. YOU SHOULD PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION, AND MAKE A NOTE OF, ANY 
POTENTIAL SYMBOLS SEEN. 

● Sample notes are provided on the back. You do not need to provide notes for the setting 
and main protagonist unless you want to go above and beyond.  

● Organize your notes into breaking it into the two separate parts of the book, and the Epilogue. 
● Start a new page for each section of notes. Be sure to label the chapter numbers at the top of the 
page. 

 
 



Sample Format of Notes 
 

Cues or Questions  Notes 

What is the setting of the story?  

Who is the main character of 
this story? 

 
The story begins in Andalusia, Spain, in the countryside. Santiago, the 
main character, is sleeping in an abandoned church with a sycamore tree 
growing through it. 
 
 
 
Santiago is the protagonist, a shepherd boy from a small Andalusian town. 

Summary: 

 
 


