
 
 

ENGLISH 11 SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT  
Tuesday’s with Morrie  CORNELL NOTES: Google Classroom Code: 3dxht5rr 

What is Active Reading?  
Active reading means fully engaging with a text — thinking, questioning, and taking notes as you 
go. It includes:  
✅Highlighting key points  
✅Summarizing or paraphrasing  
✅Asking questions  
✅Making predictions  
✅Looking up unfamiliar terms  
Active reading improves understanding, memory, critical thinking, and helps you prepare for assignments 
or discussions. It turns you into a participant, not just a passive reader.  

What are Cornell Notes?  
Cornell Notes is a note-taking system designed to help you organize, review, and retain 
information more effectively. Instead of just writing everything down in one long list, the Cornell 
method divides your page into three sections:  

1. Notes Section (right side): This is where you write the main notes from a lecture, reading, 
or video — key points, facts, and important details. Take these, and create the cues or 
questions from them. 

2. Cues or Questions Column (left side): After taking notes, you go back and write key 
words, questions, or prompts here. This helps you test yourself later and makes studying 
active, not passive. In short, create the questions from the answers. 

3. Summary (bottom): At the end, you write a short summary (just a few sentences) to 
capture the big idea or main takeaway.  

This system works well because it encourages you not just to take notes but to think about them, 
organize them, and review them regularly.  

Assignment Details:  
● Please take your notes in a composition book (any color/brand). Notes must be 

handwritten; typed notes will not be accepted unless individually agreed upon 
with Mr. Ernest.  

● You should take notes while you read in the notes section. After you read, you should 
complete the cues/questions column and the summary. Tip: Draw a line or fold the paper to 
create the columns.  

● Sample notes for parts of chapters 1-7 are provided on the back. You will need to provide 
some additional notes for those  chapters.  

● Organize your notes into the following chunks:  
○ The Beginning (Chapters 1-7)  
○ Tuesdays Part 1 (Chapters 8-16) 
○ Tuesdays Part 2 (Chapters 17-25) 
○ The End (26-27)  

● Start a new page for each section of notes. Be sure to label the chapter numbers at the top. 
 
 

 

 



 
 

Sample Notes for Chapters 1-7 

Cues or Questions  Notes 

Who is narrating the story? 

Who is Morrie? 

What major event brings 
Mitch back to Morrie? 

What is ALS? 

Where is most of the story set? 

What was Mitch’s life like 
before reconnecting with 
Morrie? 

Why are the Tuesday meetings 
important? 

 
 
 

The story is narrated by Mitch Albom, a busy sports journalist who 
reconnects with his former college professor.  
 
Morrie Schwartz is Mitch’s former sociology professor from college. 
He is wise, caring, and deeply interested in human relationships.  
 
 
Mitch sees Morrie on a television interview discussing his battle with 
ALS, a terminal disease. This motivates Mitch to reconnect with him 
after many years apart.  
 
 
ALS is a disease that slowly destroys nerve cells and muscles. Morrie’s 
body becomes weaker throughout the story, though his mind remains 
sharp.  
 
 
Most conversations take place at Morrie’s home in Massachusetts 
during weekly Tuesday visits.  
 
 
Mitch is focused on work, money, deadlines, and success. He is 
constantly busy and emotionally disconnected from others.  
 
 
 
The Tuesday meetings become life lessons about love, death, family, 
work, and happiness. They act almost like a final college course for 
Mitch.  

Summary:  The first several chapters of Tuesdays with Morrie introduce the reader to Mitch Albom and 
his former professor, Morrie Schwartz. After seeing Morrie discuss his ALS diagnosis on television, Mitch 
reconnects with him and begins visiting every Tuesday. Through their conversations, Morrie teaches 
lessons about life, love, death, and happiness. The exposition establishes the memoir’s reflective tone and 
introduces the central conflict between society’s focus on success and Morrie’s belief in meaningful 
human relationships. 

 
 


