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Newark Catholic Names Tom Phillips Head Football Coach

Newark Catholic High School has named veteran high school
coach, Tom Phillips, as Head Football Coach. Phillips has nearly
40 years of experience as a high school educator/administrator
and nearly 20 as a head football coach, as well as experience in
collegiate football operations. Since 2022, he has been the Chief
of Staff of Football Operations at Youngstown State University,
working with his brother, head coach Doug Phillips. Prior to that
position, he was head football coach at Stow-Munroe Falls High
School, where he finished with a record of 25-14 after four
seasons. Before Stow, Phillips was the Director of Player
Personnel at the University of Cincinnati for one season. From
2007 to 2017, he spent | | seasons as head football coach at
Pickerington North High School, finishing with a record of 70-39,
and three seasons at Bexley High School (2004-07), where he
finished 21-9.

“To get a candidate for our head coaching position like Tom Phillips feels like the best of all
worlds,” said Newark Catholic High School Principal Tom Pickering. “Coach Phillips’ decades of
experience either coaching football or being on the operations side, his connections to central
Ohio, and the skills and background he brings to the classroom and our building, combined with
his passion for teaching the game and deep knowledge of our history and tradition, made him
the absolute best choice as we were reviewing the candidates and making a selection.”

Coach Phillips has served as a coach, administrator, and educator at several educational
institutions in Ohio and Pennsylvania. Phillips has had a career mark of |16-62 as a head coach
so far, won or shared conference titles in 2007, 2012, 2013 (at Pickerington North), and

2021 (at Stow-Munroe Falls), while qualifying for the state playoffs six times and earning a berth
in the state semifinals in 2012. He served as president of the Central District Football Coaches
Association from 2013-14. The Central District Football Association named him Division |
Coach of the Year for three straight years from 201 I-13. Phillips is also a three-time Ohio
Capital Conference Coach of the Year. He helped develop nearly 50 players who went on to
play collegiately at the Division | and Division Il levels, including 2016 Rimington Trophy Award
winner Pat Elflein (Ohio State) and 2016 John Mackey Award winner Jake Butt (Michigan).
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Six players he coached — Alex Bayer, Jarius Campbell, Elflein, Alex Huettel, Butt, and
Godwin Igwebuike — also went on to play in the NFL.

“We had many high-caliber candidates interview for this job, as we always do, but it was even
more impressive given the struggles our program has faced in the last few years,” said Newark
Catholic Athletic Director Rob Smith. “I think it shows how much Newark Catholic’s history
and tradition of excellence is still known and respected around Ohio.”

On the academic/administrative side, Phillips worked as an assistant athletic director at
Pickerington North from 2007-11, and as the Pickerington Community School Administrator
from 201 [-17. Phillips was Bexley’s drug and alcohol prevention coordinator from 2004-07.
He was also the Dean of Students at two schools, Westerville North High School in Columbus
and Mercer Area Junior-Senior High School from 2002-04 and 2000-02, respectively. Phillips
started his career as an assistant football coach and physical education instructor at Boardman
High School in Youngstown from [988-2000.

"l am humbled and honored to be chosen to lead one of the most tradition-rich football
programs in the entire state of Ohio. As someone who is passionate about football operational
excellence, | believe | will be a valuable addition to Newark Catholic Football,” said Phillips.
“The key to any successful athletic program is teamwork...everyone committed to achieving a
common goal, and that goal is educational and performance-based excellence. | am committed
to getting to know each player, and each student, and clearly communicating expectations,
modeling those expectations, and teaching those expectations. | would like to thank Principal
Tom Pickering, Athletic Director Rob Smith, and the entire hiring committee for giving me this
opportunity. | believe in the tradition, players, leaders, and the community of Newark Catholic
and know that with teamwork and commitment, we will return this program to where it should
be...in the playoffs and competing for championships! My wife and | are excited to return to
central Ohio, and | can’t wait to get started. Go, Green!”

Phillips is a native of New Middletown, Ohio. He holds a B.A. from the University of Akron in

1987, an M.A. in Sports Science from Ashland University in 1995, and earned his administrative
certificate from Westminster College in 2001. Phillips and his wife Paula have three children —

Eric (Kristen), Paige (Hayden — two grandsons Easton and Kash) and Jake (Myah).
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