OUR TIME IS NOW
For 60 years, we have seen much growth
through the offering of prayers and gifts
from our faithful community.

CAMPAIGN PRAYER

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Your Word tells us that unless the Lord builds the house, they
labor in vain who build it. We ask for Your blessing on our work to build something
great for Your glory. We ask that You move our hearts to give generously of our
time, talent and treasure as a living sacrifice of love to the praise of Your Name and
the advancement of Your Kingdom. Guide us in this campaign founded upon faith,
family and tradition as we entrust You in all our efforts. We ask all these things in
the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

HISTORY
Newark Catholic High School has met the needs of the Licking-Knox Catholic
community since 1958. The only high school in its Deanery, Newark Catholic
currently serves 217 students, grades 9-12. Presently, Newark Catholic High School
has 19 traditional classrooms, 3 science labs, 2 computer labs, a cafeteria, a gym,
an auxiliary athletic room, 2 locker rooms, administrative offices, and a Chapel.
The families and community of Newark Catholic have unwavering support for the
many aspects of Newark Catholic High School that make us unique and robust. The
reputation of our school is built on its faith-based initiatives, our academic success,
and our athletic reputation. In the past decade, there has been a response to
student needs for new and relevant co-curricular clubs. Over the last several years,
more service opportunities have evolved for students, and clubs and activities have
moved toward topics that are responsive to the students’ needs and away from old
models.

▪ Strong academic college-preparatory curriculum, extracurricular activities and athletics allow our students to extend
their abilities and talents.
▪ Campus Ministry Department ensures frequent and
varied opportunities for students to practice their faith.
▪ Students continue to experience tremendous success.
The Class of 2018 received over $7.5 million in scholarship
money. Of these students, all are either furthering their
education in a college setting, serving in the military, or
entering the workforce.
▪ Assessment and College Board scores are highly competitive.
The average class size is approximately 20 students per class,
with the student/teacher ratio being 12 to 1.

WHO WE ARE TODAY
We Are Innovative. By making technology a key
player in our curriculum, we can deliver a more
individualized learning experience and also
facilitate creativity and problem-solving for a
21st century world.
We Are Creative. Our growing curriculum, and
opportunities for courses offering both high
school and college credit are all testaments to
our dedication to challenging our students.
We Are Effective. According to the ACT, our
high school students are significantly better
prepared for college than their state or national
peers. We graduate 100 percent of our students,
and on average, 97 percent pursue a college
education—at some of the finest institutions in
the state and nation.
We Are Faithful. The three key dimensions in
the process of building our faith community at
Newark Catholic are Theology, Spirituality, and
Service. We teach the importance of learning
about God and the things of God. We nurture
the experience and expression of an
interpersonal relationship with God through
liturgy, retreats, and prayer. We promote the
loving response to others’ needs.

A graduate of Newark Catholic
High School will be a:
•

Person of Faith

•

Moral Decision Maker

•

Critical Thinker

•

Productive Worker

•

Effective Communicator

•

Creative Person

PERFORMING ARTS & INNOVATION
The Performing Arts at Newark Catholic have been part of Newark Catholic since
1958. Given the opportunity to explore their God-given gifts and talents, students
are expanding their interests. The result of this is evident by students who are
comfortable playing football while dancing in the winter musical, or participating in
our annual Arts Festival while competing with the Robotics Club. The increase in the
performing arts has been overwhelming, with nearly 25% of our student body
having a role on the stage or behind the scenes at our last performance.
Arts programs have been shown to improve students’ self-esteem as well as their
confidence in their academic abilities. Numerous studies have demonstrated a
correlation between drama involvement and academic achievement. In addition to
having higher standardized test scores than their peers who do not experience the
arts, students who participate in drama often experience improved reading
comprehension, maintain better attendance records, and generally stay more
engaged in school than their non-arts counterparts.
Newark Catholic students are challenged to reach standards of excellence in
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). Critical thinking
skills are taught and emphasized as students build a strong foundation for future
learning. A variety of instructional methods are used in order to meet individual
learning styles.
We feature a Makerspace where we house a MakerBot 3D printer, an X-Carve CNC
machine, HTC Vive virtual reality setup, Aldebaran 25° of freedom NAO Robot,
metal lathe, milling machine, band saw, table saw, electronics table with soldering
stations, and a wide range of hand tools. Our STEM program is constantly
expanding and currently includes:
First Robotics Competition
Physics for Robotics Engineering
NAO Robot Programming
Java Programming
AI Exploration Neuro-Evolution of Augmented Topologies

THE VISION
While the academic reputation of Newark Catholic High School has remained
strong for the last 60 years, the building’s infrastructure and core academic areas
are much the same as they were in 1958. The INSPIRE Campaign will complete our
vision for the future by improving the overall learning environment, our long-term
financial stability and the appearance and functionality of the campus that
promotes our Catholic identity.
In February of 2018, we conducted a planning study to measure the level of support
for our proposed project. The positive response to the study indicates strong
support for a fundraising campaign that will focus on a major enhancement to our
Performing Arts and Innovation. As a result, we are beginning INSPIRE — a $2.6+
million campaign. The Center for Performing Arts & Innovation project will be
funded by this campaign.
The goal is to construct a 500-seat Performing Arts & Innovation Center, with
up-to-date technology, lighting, sound, and air conditioning.
PROPOSED USES:
Drama Productions

Parent Guidance Nights

Graduation

School Masses

Guest Speakers

Prayer Breakfast

Academic Lectures

Campus Ministry Events

Parish School Events

Reconciliation Services

Advent Services

School Mission Assemblies

Lenten Services

Athletic Award Ceremonies

Enrollment & Recruiting Events

Christmas Concert

Hands-On Training for Students

School Assemblies

Honors Night

College Athletic Signings

Open House

College Representative Visits

THE DESIGN
The addition of the Center for Performing Arts & Innovation will offer a state-ofthe-art theater with much needed practice and storage space for our highly
regarded drama and music programs. More space means students will be able to
better focus on all aspects of developing their talents. The new center will increase
the breadth of our performing arts program to include a state-of-the-art choral/
drama classroom. This will allow us to provide a vibrant and supportive environment for current and future students with an affinity for the performing arts. The
Center will also create a hands-on learning environment for our STEM program.

The expansion will include:
▪

A main theater, including a state-of-the-art stage and acoustical system

▪

Athletic Locker Room for visiting schools

▪

Premium Hardwood Stage Floor

▪

Carpeted Aisles

▪

State-of-the-Art Lighting & Sound

▪

ADA Compliant Seating & Restrooms

▪

New Lobby Entrance to Auditorium and Gymnasium

▪

Back of House Accessibility from Exterior

▪

Side Stage Wing Space

▪

Prop Storage Space

▪

Acoustical Ceiling Panels

Estimated costs for these improvements to our School are $2.6 million.
Construction Cost

$ 2,400,000

Sustainability

$ 200,000

TOTAL

$ 2,600,000

TESTIMONIALS
Blake Talbott
2010 Newark Catholic Graduate
“My experience at Newark Catholic and with Mr. Moore is what started me on my career path in vocal
performance and was pivotal in my formation as an artist today. I know that I am not alone in having had
this influence and mentorship with Mr. Moore. A venue such as this Performing Arts Center at Newark
Catholic High School would be an incredible asset to the students, the Newark Catholic community, Central
Ohio, and beyond. I feel as though support for this campaign will help raise awareness in our
community about achievements in the arts that students, like myself, from the Newark Catholic family are
experiencing.”

Matt Bowman
2011 Newark Catholic Graduate
“My experience of dancing in the musicals and Cabaret at Newark Catholic led me to my career path as a
dance instructor for the Dancing Wheels Company.”

Lauren Riggleman
2018 Newark Catholic Graduate
“My passion for music was fostered at Newark Catholic, which allowed me to grow as a performer and a
person.”

Gaven Wedemeyer
2009 Newark Catholic Graduate

“During high school I was given an opportunity by Mr. Moore to try my hand at lighting and sound. This
experience led me to the University of Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, where I graduated in 2013 with a
BFA in Sound Design. Since then I have worked as a Sound Engineer with several national and international touring Broadway musicals across the country. Currently, I am working on the touring Broadway
musical “Anastasia.” I am super excited and envious to hear that Newark Catholic is planning to build an
auditorium. The idea that future students will have a theatre easily accessible to learn, practice, and perform in is truly amazing. This will provide these future students with endless possibilities.”

Steven Hitchens
2017 Newark Catholic Graduate
“Newark Catholic Drama and Robotics programs helped prepare me with time management skills and
discovering new talents that I am now using at Purdue University.”

Sadie Gastineau
2011 Newark Catholic Graduate
“The Newark Catholic music and drama department influenced me to become a music teacher.”

CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP
CAMPAIGN CHAIRPERSON
Laura Lewis, NC ‘78, Parent Class of ‘09, ‘11
CAMPAIGN ADVISORS
Steve & Salena Hitchens, Parent Class of ‘17
Doug Donaldson, NC ‘72, Parent Class of ‘97, 2000
CAMPAIGN CABINET
Shannon Caudill, NC ‘96, Parent Class of ‘25, ‘27
Brad Feightner, NC ‘05
Mark Mauter, NC ‘78, Parent Class of ‘10, ‘12
Jamie Richardson, Parent Class of ‘18, ‘20, ‘23, ‘25, ‘28
Brooke Riggleman, Parent Class of ‘18, ‘20, ‘24
Wes Poth, Parent Class of ‘97, ‘99
FACULTY AND STAFF CHAIRS
Beth Hill, NC ‘79
Dennis Moore, Parent Class of ‘20
DIOCESAN CONTACTS
Bruce Boylan
Bob Sisson
Andrea Pannel
ARCHITECTURAL PLANS
Luke Baus, NC ‘96
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